Constitution and Bylaws of the Burlington Gem and Mineral Club
Preamble

We, the undersigned desiring to secure the pleasures and benefits of association of persons
interested in amateur geology, the hobby of collecting and identifying of minerals and
fossils, and in lapidary techniques, do hereby organize and constitute ourselves as a non-
profit club.

No earnings of the Burlington Gem and Mineral Club (“the Club”) shall be for the financial
benefit of any member or officer. The Club shall operate according to the purposes as
specified in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1998 and shall not carry on
any activities not permitted to be carried on by an organization exempt from Federal
income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code or subsequent Federal
tax laws.

The Club shall not carry on any activity which will promote any political candidate or
political campaign.

Bylaws

Article I Name
The name of the Club shall be the Burlington Gem and Mineral Club.

Article II Location of Club
The Club shall be located in the City of Burlington, County of Chittenden, State of Vermont.

Article III Fiscal Year
The fiscal year shall coincide with the calendar year beginning on January 1 and ending on
December 31.

Article IV Objectives
Section |
To enjoy the hobby of rock, mineral and fossil collecting, and all of the lapidary arts.
The pursuance of this objective is to be achieved by regular meetings of members,
the organizing of field trips, lectures, and activities related to the hobby.

Section II

To promote and stimulate an interest in the hobby among the general public. This is
to be accomplished by providing scholarships and organizing gem and mineral
shows that include educational lectures, exhibits, and activities.



Article V Membership
Section |
Membership in the Club shall be open to all members of the public without regard to
age, sex, race, or religion.

Section II

Regular membership shall be attained by the annual payment of dues. The amount
of dues shall be set by the officers and approved by the membership by a majority
vote. The amount of dues shall be reviewed annually.

Section III
Non-members shall be welcome to participate in any of the activities of the Club
excepting Club-sanctioned field trips.

Section [V

A lifetime membership may be offered to long-standing members. A person holding
a lifetime membership will not be required to pay annual dues. The member shall
be nominated at a meeting of the Club and must be approved by a majority of those
present.

Section V
Membership dues shall be required each year by December 31 of the preceding
year. Those not paying by this day may be considered resigned from membership.

Article VI Officers
Section |
Officers shall consist of a:

a. President
The duties of the President shall be to preside over all meetings of the Club
and appoint committees as necessary.

b. Vice President
The duty of the Vice President shall be to perform the duties of the President
in the absence of such person.

c. Secretary
The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the regular meetings and shall have
custody of club records excepting those in the custody of the Treasurer. The
Secretary shall conduct the general correspondence of the Club as directed
by the President.

d. Treasurer
The Treasurer shall receive payments and disburse all funds belonging to the
Club. The Treasurer shall keep accurate and complete financial records and
accounts pertaining to any business affairs of the Club and will make these
books available upon request of the President or the majority of members
present. The Treasurer shall give a report at each meeting and submit an
annual report.



e. Field Trip Coordinator
The Field Trip Coordinator will, each collecting season, compile a list of
suggested field trips to be sanctioned by the Club by a majority vote of
members present. The Field Trip Coordinator will oversee arrangements for
these trips including the notification of members. The Field Trip Coordinator
may appoint a club member to accompany and supervise any particular field
trip in his stead.

f. Membership Coordinator
The Membership Coordinator shall receive all membership applications and
renewals and shall keep accurate and complete membership records.

g. Show Chairperson.
The Show Chairperson will coordinate and supervise the arrangements for
the annual Burlington Gem and Mineral Show.

Section II

Officers shall be elected to a term of one year. Elections shall be held during the
October meeting of the Club. Elections shall be by hand vote unless a secret ballot is
called by a majority of members present.

Section III
Should a vacancy occur between elections, the vacancy shall be filled by
appointment by the officers of the Club until the next election.

Section [V
An officer may be removed by a majority vote of the remaining officers.

Article VII Committees
Committees may be appointed by the officers for specific tasks as designated. Committees
shall have no authority to act except as conferred by the officers.

Article VIII Meetings
Section |
Meetings shall be held on the last Thursday of each month at a location designated
by the officers. Officers may cancel or postpone meetings as necessary.

Section II
All meetings of the Club shall be conducted in accordance with “Roberts Rules of
Order.”

Article IX Amendments

Amendments to the Constitution or Bylaws of the Club, after being approved by the
officers, must be presented for vote by the members at the next scheduled meeting.
Notification of the members must be made ten days prior to the meeting when
amendments will be voted upon. A quorum shall consist of a simple majority of the
members present at a meeting.



Article X Dissolution

Members are to be notified in writing 30 days in advance of a vote to dissolve the
Burlington Gem and Mineral Club. Dissolution of the Club may be approved by a two-thirds
majority vote by members present at the meeting during which the vote is taken. Upon
dissolution, the officers of the Club will cause the assets to be transferred, conveyed, or
assigned to a local organization operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or
scientific purposes as an exempt organization under 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1998 (or subsequent provision corresponding to any future United States Internal
Revenue Law). The choice of organization to receive these assets shall be determined by a
majority vote of members present at that time.

Original Constitution adopted 1967. Amended May 30, 2002.



